THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
that the red-bearded Emperor would awake frc his enchanted sleep in the far-oS mountain cave whe they had hidden him, and that his shield won once more be hung out in his camp, as a signal help to the oppressed and down-trodden.
In 1273 we see the coming of the Hapsburgs und Rudolf of Austria/ who was chosen by the electc under a threat from Pope Gregory X, that ft they did not choose an Emperor, he would so." A new era had now arisen when the Emp: slowly declined in authority, although it still surviv as an international power, for in it were centi nobility and knighthood, supported by the grc Orders of chivalry. In the literary revival of tl period, the Empire was exalted as the model ol Christian Commonwealth, and we find Dante looki towards his beloved Emperor, Henry VII, as i mainstay of his political hopes. Men of law shs the visionary zeal of the poet, and they solemi declare that " no laws can bind the Emperor, whom all Christendom is of right subject, and w is answerable only to God/' Yet when Frederick I the father of Maximilian, received the iron crown Lombardy as well as the imperial crown in 141 these honours brought with them no real authori although the later Hapsburg Emperors still clung the visionary belief that the imperial rights of th predecessors would strengthen at home their dynas and personal claims. Frederick III was the 1 Emperor to be crowned in Rome, for, as Gibbon sa
L Rudolf had been faithful to the Empire, and had accompanied gallant, chivalrous young Conradin on his fatal journey to Italy.